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the realities may be made impossible by Catholic suspicion en
one side, by Protestant suspicion on the other. A policy
which, whatever its motives, may end in the destruction of
the possibility of Catholic life in Poland for instance, or the
physical destruction of Rome, will be seen very differently by
those who care for Catholicism and for Rome and those who
don't. The American Catholic, with a good deal of nawete,
tends to make the attitude of a foreign government to the
Catholic Church a touchstone of its decency, as Jews do the
treatment of Jews. When he is rebuked for this often very
unrealistic attitude, when a Catholic institution like the great
football college of Notre Dame gets rid of Professor MacMahon
because of his critical views of General Franco, Protestant
suspicion of American Catholics is increased. Not many
Protestants in such a naturally scornful and suspicious frame of
mind remember that Notre Dame is in Indiana, which is not far
from the home state of the five Sullivan brothers who went
down in the Juneau. And Indiana, twenty-odd years ago, was
governed by the Ku Klus Klan bent on saving America for the
Herrenvolk, " White, Gentile Protestants," the only real
American citizens.
II
IN all democratic countries there is a fashionable readiness to
sing "frustrate their politics* confound their knavish tricks."
It is not to be taken too seriously, either as a judgment or
as an expression of popular sentiment. Indeed, it is one of
the attractions of a democratic society that it gives a place
to the natural human emotion of critical resentment by the
ruled of ^any pretension to infallibility in the rulers. A
democratic society is one in which the "populace rise at once
against the never-ending audacity of elected persons." And
although the Longo case suggests that Whitman might have
been unwise to try anything of the kind in Frank Hague's
Jersey City, in general the American, if he does no more than
deflate his rulers by irony, does that.
Exit however pleasant and reviving this practice may be to
the irritated if not oppressed citizen, it conceals from the